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It’s great to worship with you again this morning – fellowshipping with one another, and seeking God’s heart and God’s message for us for how God wants to bring the Gospel alive in us and then live out the Gospel through you and me in the world.  This morning we’re picking up our study of The Old Testament book of EXODUS that I began two weeks ago, before Easter.

If you missed our INTRODUCTORY TEACHING to EXODUS, let me encourage you to go to our 2nd Street website at www.2ndstreet.org and download the manuscript or the MP3 audio, and get caught up with some of the important background information we covered about this incredible story.

Most every week in our study of EXODUS we’ll go through a whole chapter, or like this morning, a chapter and a half.  And this works because the book of EXODUS is written in narrative form … story after story after story … so INSTRUCTION and APPLICATION comes to us throughout the story through the IMAGES, the SYMBOLS, and the TYPES we’ll see in each chapter … unlike our study of MARK the past year, where the teachings and instruction of Jesus Christ came in dense morsels, every few verses.

The exception to this format we’ll use will come when we get to EXODUS 20 and The Ten Commandments, or The Ten(der) Commandments as Ron Mehl, the pastor-teacher at Beaverton Foursquare for 30+ years before his death in May of 2003, called them … and then I’ll share one teaching with you on each of the Ten Commandments.

Toward the beginning of each of these full-chapter teachings we’ll read through the whole chapter we’ll look into that morning, and then we’ll come back to and reference specific verses from the chapter we’ve read together earlier, as well as other various related passages from God’s Word.  So let’s read EXODUS 1:1 – 2:15 …

EXODUS 1:1 - 2:15 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Now these are the names of [eleven of the twelve] sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob; they came each one with his household:
2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah;
3 Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin;
4 Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. [emphasis added]
5 All the persons who came from the loins of Jacob were seventy in number, but Joseph [Jacob’s twelfth son] was already in Egypt.
6 Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation.
7 But the sons of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly, and multiplied, and became exceedingly mighty, so that the land was filled with them.
8 Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. [emphasis added]
9 He said to his people, “Behold, the people of the sons of Israel are more and mightier than we.
10 Come, let us deal wisely with them, or else they will multiply and in the event of war, they will also join themselves to those who hate us, and fight against us and depart from the land.”
11 So they appointed taskmasters over them to afflict them with hard labor.  And they built for Pharaoh storage cities, Pithom and Raamses.
12 But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and the more they spread out, so that they were in dread of the sons of Israel.
13 The Egyptians compelled the sons of Israel to labor rigorously;
14 and they made their lives bitter with hard labor in mortar and bricks and at all kinds of labor in the field, all their labors which they rigorously imposed on them.
15 Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other was named Puah;
16 and he said, “When you are helping the Hebrew women to give birth and see them upon the birthstool [literally meaning “two stones”], if it is a son, then you shall put him to death; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live.”
17 But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt had them, but let the boys live. [emphasis added]
18 So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this thing, and let the boys live?”
19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife can get to them.”
20 So God was good to the midwives, and the people multiplied, and became very mighty.
21 Because the midwives feared God, He established households for them.
22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, “Every son who is born you are to cast into the Nile, and every daughter you are to keep alive.”
1 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a daughter of Levi.
2 The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was beautiful, she hid him for three months.
3 But when she could hide him no longer, she got him a wicker basket and covered it over with tar and pitch.  Then she put the child into it and set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile.
4 His sister stood at a distance to find out what would happen to him.
5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the Nile, with her maidens walking alongside the Nile; and she saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid, and she brought it to her.
6 When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the boy was crying.  And she had pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.”
7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the Hebrew women that she may nurse the child for you?”
8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go ahead.”  So the girl went and called the child’s mother.
9 Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me and I will give you your wages.”  So the woman took the child and nursed him.
10 The child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son.  And she named him Moses, and said, “Because I drew him out of the water.
11 Now it came about in those days, when Moses had grown up, that he went out to his brethren and looked on their [hard labors; and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren.
12 So he looked this way and that, and when he saw there was no one around, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.
13 He went out the next day, and behold, two Hebrews were fighting with each other; and he said to the offender, “Why are you striking your companion?”
14 But he said, “Who made you a prince or a judge over us?  Are you intending to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?”  Then Moses was afraid and said, “Surely the matter has become known.
15 When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he tried to kill Moses.  But Moses fled from the presence of Pharaoh and settled in the land of Midian, and he sat down by a well.

BLESSED BE THE WORD OF THE LORD.  In vv. 1-6 the author of EXODUS looks back over 200 years and introduces us to the names of the eleven sons of Jacob who came to Egypt during the famine that was swept through the entire Middle East, the Jews Pharaoh allowed to stay because of the respect he had for Joseph, who was the great grandson of Abraham and already living and leading in Egypt.

v. 6 … Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation … and when Joseph died, all the reasons his family was invited to come into Egypt during the famine years before died with him.

v. 8 … Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph … Joseph’s family who’d been taken care of by the Egyptians for nearly a century were now in jeopardy because the new Pharaoh, whom we learn from other ancient texts was named Seti I, wasn’t of the same ancestry of the Pharaoh who’d appointed Joseph.  Many Old Testament scholars believe Seti 1 was part of the Assyrian takeover of Egypt referred to in ISAIAH 52:4 … “God’s people went into Egypt to reside there, and then the Assyrian people oppressed them without cause.”  GENESIS 47:27 references these 100 years the Jews had been in Egypt before slavery … 

GENESIS 47:27 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

27 Israel lived in Egypt, in the land of Goshen.  They settled in it, had many children, and became numerous. [emphasis added]

Here’s what we know about just how the nation of Israel had many children and became numerous from when they began with just five people that we know of back in Haran … Jacob/Israel, Rachel, Leah, Zilphah, and Bilhah.  Over the next 50 years this family of five grew to about 100 people – a growth rate of about 6% per year.
EXODUS 12:37 says that when the Jews left Egypt there were about 600,000 men.

So this 6% growth rate is what v. 7 is referring when it says … But the sons of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly, and multiplied, and became exceedingly mighty, so that the land was filled with them.  Some Bible time-lines say the Jews were in Egypt for 430 years, but in reality there were 430 years between the birth of Isaac, Abraham’s son, and the Exodus – SO 430 WAS THE NUMBER OF YEARS THE JEWS DIDN’T INHABIT THE PROMISED LAND.  But 210 years after arriving in Egypt, when we come to EXODUS 1, it’s estimated that there were about 2 million Jewish descendants (men, women, and children) living in Egypt.
 
The Jews had gone from being a very small minority in Egypt, to a force and a presence to be reckoned with, especially if they were to join forces with some other neighboring country and come against Egypt.  So the Egyptians, rightly afraid of this 2,000,000+ clan of Jews living in their midst, came up with new rules for the Jews, and turned them into a slave force that built many of the cities and monuments whose ruins we see still standing in Egypt – but not including the Great Pyramids of Giza or the Sphinx … because it was about 1,100 years after these structures were built that we find the first records of Jews living in Egypt.

We don’t know the exact date when the Jews were first made slaves in Egypt, but most Bible scholars estimate that of the 210 years the Jews were in Egypt, they were slaves for between 100-125years.  I tend to come down in the middle of that estimate and say that for about ½ of their time in Egypt the Jews were free, and for about ½ of their time in Egypt the Jews were slaves.  Here’s a BRIEF TIMELINE to help us see what was happening …

1,544 BC	Joseph Is Sold Into Egyptian Slavery
1,522 BC	Joseph’s Family Moves To Egypt 
1,428 BC	The Jews Are Enslaved In Egypt
1,392 BC	The Moses-era Begins
1,312 BC	The Exodus Begins
1,272 BC	The Jews Go Into The Promised Land

EXODUS 1:13-14 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 The Egyptians compelled the sons of Israel to labor rigorously;
14 and they made their lives bitter with hard labor in mortar and bricks and at all kinds of labor in the field, all their labors which they rigorously imposed on them.

So while the 210 years the Jews spent in Egypt … ½ the time as free people, and ½ the time as slaves, this was evidently God's purpose for Israel's time in Egypt … because this chapter of their lives kept them all in one place and allowed them to grow from a somewhat disconnected tribe into a mighty nation.  And we see this kind of growth – numerical and spiritual throughout Church history, because it seems like the more God’s people are afflicted, the more they grow.  And like Christian author Tertullian, who lived from 160-225 A.D. was famous for writing …

“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.”

Tertullian’s words reminds me of what Apostle Paul’s wrote in PHILIPPIANS 1:12-14 where he looked at his being put into jail because of the Gospel … and how God USED SOMETHING THAT WAS BAD TO ACCOMPLISH HIS WILL.

PHILIPPIANS 1:12-14 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

12-14 I want you to know that the things that have happened to me have actually advanced the Gospel.  The whole Praetorian Guard and everyone else knows that I’m in prison for Christ.  Most of the brothers and sisters have had more confidence through the Lord to speak the word bravely because of my jail time. [emphasis added]

When persecution broke out against the Early Christian Church in ACTS 8, it spread the Christians into Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch.  And wherever the Gospel was talked about people came into relationships with God.  Gang, this is why the Church in American doesn’t grow like the Church grows in many other places around the world - because for the most part, we “enjoys” freedom from affliction.

BUT LISTEN TO ME … the day will come when tribulation hits you and me as American Christians, and hits us as the American Church, as it has hit Christians in the majority of the rest of the world, and that’s when every follower of Jesus Christ will have to make a stand.  And when this happens, the religious fakers, and the wolves in sheep’s clothing will be weeded out from the true followers of Jesus Christ.  And in that day, the American Church will begin to see real multiplication and growth.

Friends, God has purposes for our lives that are sovereign.  Yes bad things happen to good people.  Yes, in the day-to-day stuff of life God’s will is pushed up against and even defeated.  This is the result of the fact that you and I live in a sin-soaked world that’s gets assaulted and busted up by sin and by evil every day.  But gang, God’s ULTIMATE WILL CAN NEVER BE DEFEATED!  And this is why we’ve got to follow the wise instruction of King Jehoshaphat found in SECOND CHRONICLES 20:12 …




SECOND CHRONICLES 20:12b (GOOD NEWS TRANSLATION)

12b [God] We do not know what to do, but we look to you for help. [emphasis added]

God allowed the Jews to go into Egypt in much the same way a baby is formed in its mother’s womb.  And in the relative safety of being in Egypt for all those years, the Jews grew strong and united as a nation.  God’s purposes weren’t defeated – even though the Egyptians tried beating them down through slavery for 100 years.  And in the end, the truth that The Old Testament prophet Isaiah would utter roughly 750 years later around 800 B.C. would be proven true …

ISAIAH 54:17 (CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH TRANSLATION)

17 Weapons made to attack you won't be successful; words spoken against you won't hurt at all.

Yes the wickedness of the Egyptians hurt and discouraged the children of Israel, but it could never DEFEAT GOD’S ULTIMATE WILL FOR THEM.  In the day-to-day life of being slaves in Egypt, the Jews must have really struggled to keep hope alive, and the idea that God was somehow working out His plan must have seemed nearly unbelievable.  And yet it was true.  Remember how the Apostle Peter referred to our difficulties as maturing followers of Jesus Christ, TO GOLD IN A FURNACE …

FIRST PETER 1:6-7 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 
7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

A furnace heats gold to a liquid state and then all the impurities rise to the surface and are skimmed off.  And the difficulties, temptations, trials, and disappointments of life do this same kind of refining process in our lives … bringing all the junk to the surface, showing us where and how we need to let God work in our lives.

But to be honest, difficult times DON’T ALWAYS HELP PEOPLE.  Some people are ruined by difficult times.  Some people become BITTER, not BETTER by going through difficult times.  And other people walk away from the Lord in the middle of life’s difficulties.  And so what I want to ask you to ponder this morning is this …

· JUST HOW DEEP DO YOU WANT TO GO WITH THE LORD?

· ARE YOU IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD, AND ARE YOU HERE WORSHIPING HIM AS “THE CHURCH GATHERED” THIS MORNING BECAUSE YOU WANT GOD TO TAKE AWAY EVERYTHING IN YOUR LIFE THAT MAKES YOU UNCOMFORTABLE?

· OR ARE YOU HERE BECAUSE YOU WANT GOD TO HELP YOU TRANSFORM, GROW UP, AND MATURE IN YOUR FAITH?

LISTEN TO ME … when we get a bad headache, we can mask the pain with painkillers, and sometimes the headache will go away.  But if what we really need is surgery to remove a tumor, we aren't going to be healed by just masking the pain.  We need surgery, even if it’s painful.  That’s why when we’re going through life’s difficulties, whether we choose to let those difficulties GROW US UP AND MATURE US or whether we choose to let those difficulties CRUSH US – it’s a choice every one of us makes.

Will you choose to let God do whatever He needs to do through your life’s difficulties to GROW YOU UP AND MATURE YOU?  OR WILL YOU CONTINUE TO DEMAND THAT GOD MAKES YOU COMFORTABLE?  And it’s here I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON …

Life is always changing.  Things that begin good can transform into bad – and things that begin bad can transform into good.  This is why we need to keep our eyes, our minds, and our focus on God no matter what is happening in our lives, so we will depend on God and not ourselves or others in our priority-setting and in our decision-making.

Then, in a part of the story that reminds me of what King Herod tried doing about 1,300 years later in MATTHEW 2:16-18 in an attempt to kill the Messiah, he ordered the killing of all the Jewish baby boys, the Egyptian Pharaoh ordered his midwives to kill all the Jewish baby boys as a way to stem the growth-rate of the Jews.  And not only did Pharaoh’s plan not work, but it was a policy that would come back to haunt him during the tenth and last plague that would descent onto his land and into his own household right before the exodus finally happened.

EXODUS 1:18-19 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

18 So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this thing, and let the boys live?”
19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife can get to them.”

Various forms of infanticide were common in most ancient cultures … and these two midwives, named Shiphrah and Puah had Pharaoh’s ear and who were probably officers in the MIDWIFE UNION, stood up against Pharaoh, not by telling him “We refused to kill the Jewish baby boys” … but by making up a lie that Pharaoh bought hook, line, and sinker.  And while we don’t know the religious beliefs of these two women … who were obviously instructing all the midwives working for them to do the same thing … they chose to bravely obey God rather than Pharaoh.  And there lots of examples of throughout God’s Word …

· In FIRST SAMUEL 19, Saul told Jonathan to kill David, and Jonathan refused because he knew it was a sin.

· In ESTHER 2, everyone was commanded to bow down to Haman, and Mordecai refused because he knew it was a sin.

· In DANIEL 6, a law was passed saying that people could only pray to no other god than the King, and Daniel continued praying to the true God because he knew that to obey the new law was a sin.

Shiphrah and Puah acted on the same principle as the Apostle Peter articulated in ACTS 5:29 when he said … “We must obey God rather than any human authority.”  God’s Word often instructs us as followers of Jesus Christ to obey the government and to honor the rulers who are in authority over us, but we’re never told to place human government over the rule of God in our lives.  And it’s here that I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON …

Allowing God’s will to be done – and choosing to stay right in the middle of it, will always have consequences – sometimes good and sometimes bad.

But if the government, or another person tells us to do something that’s against God's will, we’re to obey God first and let God sort out the consequences.  Yes, doing this will test our faith, but an untested faith is a WEAK, FLIMSY, SITUATIONAL FAITH – and this isn’t the kind of faith God calls us as His followers to embrace and live into.

I don’t know if you’ve seen the 1989 movie Dead Poet’s Society, but if you haven’t, you should.  In this movie, a man named John Keating, played by Robin Williams teaches English in the 1950s at a young men’s preparatory school somewhere in New England.  Throughout the film Mr. Keating stands up for what’s right, in the face of obstacles, opposition, and consequences that eventually include his firing.

Near the end of the film, there’s a scene where the young men under Mt. Keating’s care, stand up for him, calling him “O Captain My Captain”, referring to a poem written in 1900 by Walt Whitman and found in his classic volume of poems entitled Leaves Of Grass – a poem Mr. Keating used to teach his students about doing the right thing with respect and honor.

DEAD POET’S SOCIETY / WMV VIDEO FILE / 5:08 www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJsjNNp0foE

In EXODUS 1:18-22 God blesses Shiphrah and Puah for doing the right thing, even when it involved great risk … and I like to picture God standing on His desk in heaven, and saying “O Captain-ness-es, My Captain-ness-es” as He instructed the author of EXODUS to write EXODUS 1:20-21 …

EXODUS 1:20-21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

20 So God was good to the midwives, and the people multiplied, and became very mighty.
21 Because the midwives feared God, He established households for them.
This reminds me of several other verses in God’s Word that tell us that following God’s plans, and staying in the center of God’s will, even in times of great testing, and even in times when great bravery is required, IS ALWAYS THE RIGHT DECISION.

ROMANS 8:28; GENESIS 50:20; FIRST JOHN 4:4b 

28 We know that in everything God works for the good of those who love Him. (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

20 [Joseph said to his brothers] You planned evil against me but God used those same plans for my good, as you see all around you right now — life for many people. [emphasis added] (THE MESSAGE)

4b … You have defeated these people because the One who is in you [God] is greater than the one who is in the world [Satan]. [emphasis added] (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

v. 21 says God established households for these midwives, and I love that.  In Egyptian culture, women often became midwives when they were unable to have their own children.  But it sounds like here that for the women who followed God and not the commands of Pharaoh, God blessed them with children of their own.  God gave them families and roots.  God gave them a future and a hope.  God gave them a confidence about His unmovable presence in their lives.  We know that when the Jews left Egypt that there were some Egyptians who left with them – and I bet that Shiphrah and Puah were the first ones in line.

And friends, this is what God does for you and for me when we make the choice to stay in the middle of His will.  We’ll have settledness, peace, and sense of confidence that can’t be found any other way.  “Oh God, help us make the choices of Shiphrah and Puah … choices that enable us to live day-to-day in the center of Your will.”

Frances Fenelon was a 17th-Century French Christian priest and mystic … a contemporary of George Fox, and of fellow French Christian mystic and author, Jean Guyon.  Listen to Fenelon’s words in his book entitled Spiritual Letters, about what it means to live surrendered to the will and the purposes of God …

“It is not the multitude of hard duties or constraint and contention that advance us on our Christian course.  It is the yielding of our wills without restriction and without choice, to tread cheerfully every day on the path God leads us … to seek nothing else, to be discouraged by nothing else, to seek out duty in the present moment, to trust all else without reserve to the will and power of God.”

And now we come to EXODUS 2 where we’re introduced to Moses, the man whose life story will be the backbone of the rest of the book of EXODUS.  In EXODUS 2:1-2 we read that Moses is born from the tribe of Levi (one of the twelve sons of Israel) and Levi was the tribe that all the Jewish priests came from.  And while being born as a boy during this time was dangerous, fortunately Moses’ parents trusted God more than they feared Pharaoh.
In EXODUS 6:20 the name of Moses’ parents are finally revealed … Amram was his father, and Jochebed was his mother.  Amram and Jochebed had three children:  Miriam, Aaron, and Moses.  Aaron was born three years earlier than Moses, before Pharaoh’s edict to kill all the Jewish baby boys … and Miriam was born several years before Aaron.  And as we study through EXODUS, we’ll see both Aaron and Miriam become key figures throughout the story.  But eventually, in the centuries that passed, as Moses’ story was passed down generation to generation, even his birth and early childhood became shrouded in more legend than fact.

ILLUSTRATION … It’s said that when Jochebed gave birth to Moses, she didn’t have any pain … and that when Moses was born, his face was so radiantly beautiful that the room lit up with the brilliance of the both the sun and the moon combined.  People also said that Moses walked when he was just one day old, and that refusing to nurse, he ate solid food from the day he was born.

Rubbish.  Moses was a normal kid – who through surrender and obedience, grew up to do extraordinary things because he learned the kind of surrender to God’s will Fenelon wrote about.  Jochebed had labor pains when Moses was born … and he came out wet and messy, not like a 300-Watt light bulb.  Moses probably didn’t walk until he was 11-14 months old, like most children.  And Moses nursed (as we’ll see in EXODUS 2), and probably started eating solid food at about the same time most babies do.  And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON for us here …

When God uses a person to do something great, give the glory back to God, not to the person.  Let’s not miss the miraculous because we’re looking for the spectacular.  Miracles happen all around us.  Let’s look for them and invite God to use them to build our faith, our humility, and our confidence in God.

Moses’ parents hid him for three months, and then they hatched the now infamous “put him in a basket (or in an ark) into the Nile” plan.  This wasn’t a plan that was designed to keep putting Moses into a bigger and bigger basket as he grew up until someday he popped out of an adult-sized basket.  This was a plan done for a specific reason.  Moses was put into a specific location with the prayerful hope that he’d be found by Pharaoh’s daughter, saved, and raised in Pharaoh’s household.  REMEMBER, GOD ALWAYS HAS A PLAN, EVEN WHEN IT LOOKS LIKE HE DOESN’T.

Remember, EXODUS 1:22 says that Pharaoh told the midwives to kill all the male Jewish babies by throwing them in the Nile River.  And in a literal sense, Moses’ mother Jochebed was only following the Pharaoh’s instructions … with the caveat that she also put Moses into a waterproofed basket and strategically launched him out into the Nile reeds right nearby where Pharaoh’s daughter bathed.

When Jochebed pushed that little ark out into the Nile, even though she had a plan … she was surrendering what was most precious to her to God … she was trusting that God would take care of Moses, and maybe even find a way to give him back to her.


On one hand, because of Pharaoh’s law, it seems like the Nile would have been the last place Jochebed would have wanted to put Moses – ark or no ark.  But I have a feeling she was thinking about the story of another godly man whose life was saved by an ark during a time of judgment and destruction – and his name was Noah.  The Hebrew word translated ark in EXODUS 2:3 is only used in one other story in the whole Bible … in the story of Noah.  And so it’s not surprising to me that Jochebed made an ark and lined it with pitch just like Noah had done in GENESIS 6:14.

Oh friends, I want to encourage those of you who are parents to follow the example of Amram and Jochebed and ask God to give you a vision for your child, or your children.  Even if other people think your kids are ordinary or not all that special, in God’s sight I want to challenge you to believe that your kids have God-given, important callings.  Ask God to reveal a portion of His vision to you so that you can begin preparing your kid’s hearts and minds for God’s plans for their lives.

And let me also challenge you to immerse yourself in God’s Word.  Believe in it, get into it, and invite it to get into you … make living it out a priority in your life, and don’t be surprised if, in so doing, like Amram and Jochebed, you raise some heroes of the faith.  LISTEN TO ME:  IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO BEGIN PRAYING THIS WAY FOR OUR KIDS.  NEVER.  START TODAY.  And I see a FOURTH FAITH LESSON here …

Surrendering our possessions, our relationships, and our selves to God keeps us God-dependent.  Even when this creates more questions than answers, this is the place we need to be if we want to take on more of God’s character and grow up in our faith before we grow old.

In God’s plan and in God’s timing, God had the servants of Pharaoh’s daughter pull Moses out of the reeds, and had Pharaoh’s daughter fall in love with Moses.  We’re not sure if Pharaoh’s daughter was married or able to have children of her own … but she bonded with Moses immediately, in one of history’s greatest ironies, she then hired Jochebed to be Moses’ nursemaid.  So now not only does Jochebed get to be with her son Moses every day, but she gets paid for nursing him and caring for him.  Amazing.  Do you see God’s hand in all of this?

Ancient Jewish historian Josephus tells us Moses was the heir to the Egyptian throne, and that while he was a young man he led the Egyptian army in a victorious campaign against the Ethiopians.  Here’s how Stephen describes Moses’ upbringing in the sermon he preached just before being martyred in ACTS 7 …

 ACTS 7:22 (THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE)

22 Moses was educated in all the wisdom and culture of the Egyptians, and he was mighty (powerful) in his speech and deeds.
 
But how many of you know, that even if you’re from “this family” or “that family”, there’s no promises that everything will turn out rosy?  As Moses grew up, he became more and more aware of the fact that he was a Jew – and he saw how horribly his fellow-Jews were treated by the Egyptians.  Again, Stephen, in the sermon he gave in ACTS 7 right before being stoned to death, reveals to us where Moses’ heart was as this chapter of his life was unfolding.

ACTS 7:23-24 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

23-24 When Moses was 40 years old, he decided to visit his family, the Israelites.  He saw one of them being wronged so he came to his rescue and evened the score by killing the Egyptian.  He expected his own kin [the Jews] to understand that God was using him to rescue them, but they didn’t. [emphasis added]

So even though Moses had all the privileges of royalty on his side, his calling from God to allow God to use him to set the Jews free began to well up in him.  But he tried doing God’s will his own way, and before he knew it, he killed an Egyptian who was roughing up a Jew, and even though he was the Pharaoh’s adopted son, there was a bounty put on his head, so he had to leave Egypt as a fugitive.  And I see our final, FIFTH FAITH LESSON …

Discerning God’s will is a great beginning.  But we need to be patient, to make sure we’re not running ahead of God’s will … which is what happens when WE TRY TO DO GOD’S WILL OUR OWN WAY.  Waiting for God’s will to be confirmed is the sign of a maturing follower of Jesus Christ.

So after being rejected by the Jews and the Egyptians, in much the same way that Jesus was first rejected by the Jews when He started living out God’s Mission for His life (although Jesus WAS ALWAYS IN STEP WITH GOD’S TIMING, GOD’S PLAN, AND GOD’S WILL), Moses escaped to Midian … SE from Jerusalem, on the Eastern side of the Jordan River and the Red Sea.  Midian was a place often referred to by Bible teachers as “the backside of the wilderness” … and it was the very same place where the Jews would wander around in disobedience for much of their 40 years in the desert while waiting for God to say they were ready to go into the Promised Land.

When Moses high tailed it out of Egypt for Midian, I imagine he probably felt there was NO WAY HE WOULD EVER BE ABLE TO GET BACK IN STEP WITH GOD'S PLAN FOR HIS LIFE.  I have a feeling that Moses probably thought that he’d blown the one chance he was ever going to have to live in the center of God’s will.  But nothing could have been further from the truth.  Because when Moses left Egypt for Midian, he moved back into God’s will, and he was right where God wanted him to be.
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It’s great to worship with you again this morning 

–

 

fellowshipping with one another, 

and seeking God’s heart and God’s message for us for how God wants to bring the 

Gospel alive in us and then live out the Gospel through you and me in the world.

  

This 

morning we’re picking up our study of 

The Old Testamen

t 

book of 

EXODUS

 

that I 

began

 

two weeks ago, before Easter.

 

 

If you missed 

our

 

INTRODUCTORY TEACHING

 

to 

EXODUS

, let me encourage you to go 

to our 2nd Street website at 

www.2ndstreet.org

 

and download the manuscript o

r the 

MP3 audio, 

and get

 

caught up with some of the important background information we 

covered about this incredible story.

 

 

Most every week in our study 

of

 

EXODUS

 

we’ll go through a whole chapter, or like this 

morning, a chapter and a half.  And this wor

k

s

 

because the 

book of 

EXODUS

 

is written 

in narrative form … stor

y after story

 

after story … 

so 

INSTRUCTION

 

and 

APPLICATION

 

co

mes to us throughout the story 

through the 

IMAGES

, the 

SYMBOLS

, and the 

TYPES

 

we’ll see 

in each chapter 

… unlike our study of 

MARK

 

the past year, where the 

teachings and instruction of Jesus Christ came 

in dense morsels, 

every few verses

.

 

 

The exception to this format we’ll use will come when

 

we get to

 

EXODUS 20

 

and 

The 

Ten Commandments

, or 

The Ten(der) Commandments

 

as Ron Mehl, the 

pastor

-

teacher at Beaverton Foursquare for 30+ years before his 

death

 

in May of 2003, called 

them

 

… and then 

I’ll 

share

 

one teaching 

with you on each of the 

Ten 

Commandments

.

 

 

T

oward

 

the beginning of each of these 

full

-

chapter teachings we’ll 

read through 

the 

whole 

chapter

 

we’ll look into that morning, and then 

we’ll 

come back to and 

reference specific verses from the chapter we’ve read together

 

earlier

, as wel

l as 

other various 

related passages from God’s Word.  So 

let’s read

 

EXODUS 1:1 

–

 

2:15

 

…

 

 

EXODUS 1:

1

 

-

 

2:15

 

(NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 

 

1

 

Now these are the

 

names of [

eleven of the twelve

] 

sons of Israel 

who came to Egypt with Jacob; they came each one

 

with his 

household:

 

2

 

Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah;

 

3

 

Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin;

 

4

 

Dan and Na

phtali, Gad and Asher.

 

[

emphasis

 

added]

 

5

 

All the

 

persons who came from the loins of Jacob were

 

seventy

 

in 

number, but Joseph 

[

Jacob’s twelfth son

] 

was

 

already 

in Egypt.

 

6

 

Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation.

 

